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(54) IMAGE RECORDER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain favorable gradation properties and accurate 
color reproduction properties both at the time of monochroic 
recording and at the time of mixed color recording, by providing a 
means for discriminating the presence or absence of an input 
image density signal for a hue for the first printing, and a 
gradation-correcting means for an image density signal for a hue 
for subsequent printing. 

CONSTITUTION: When sequentially ejecting at least two inks of 
different hues onto a recording paper with a time gap to print a 
color image, the presence or absence of the ink in which printing 
is to be performed first is discriminated. Both in the case of 
monochroic printing and in the case of mixed color printing, when 
the ink for the first printing is absent, an image density signal 5A 
for the first printing is subjected to y correction so that the y 
characteristic of monochrome will be linear. When the ink for the 
first printing is present, image density signals 5B for the second 
and later printings are subjected to y correction so that the y 
characteristic of each color component in a mixed color on the 
paper will be linear. Accordingly, gradation properties with 

favorable linearity and accurate color reproduction properties can be constantly maintained, both in the 
case of monochroic printing and in the case of mixed color printing. 
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